BERNIE MORENO

QOHIO

Lnited Dtates Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

April 28, 2026

The Honorable Sean Dufty The Honorable Markwayne Mullin
Secretary Secretary

The Department of Transportation The Department of Homeland Security
1200 New Jersey Avenue. SE 2702 Martin Luther King Jr. Ave. SE
Washington, DC 20590 Washington, DC 20528-0525

Dear Secretaries Dufty and Mullin,

Thank you for your leadership at the Department of Homeland Security and the Department of
Transportation, and for your continued commitment to protecting the American people. [ write
today to bring your attention to an inexcusable failure of our immigration and commercial
licensing systems, which led to the tragic death of an Ohio family.

In early April. Modou Ngom triggered a deadly chain-reaction crash on I-71 in Delaware
County, Ohio, Killing a family of three and injuring several others.' Ngom, who was driving a
2006 tractor-trailer, is an illegal immigrant who entered the country unlawfully, falsified his
identity, lied to immigration officials to achieve naturalization, fraudulently obtained a
Commercial Driver’s License ("CDL"), and established a trucking company on false pretenses.
Simply put, he is a criminal and should never have been in the U.S. in the first place.

According to the Ohio Department of Public Safety, Ngom first came to the United States in the
1990s and thereafter used several different names and birth dates to obtain both state and federal
IDs.? Investigators say that around 2003, Ngom illegally obtained a new Ohio driver’s license
under a different identity, followed by a CDL in 2007 under the false identity, and was ultimately
naturalized as a U.S. citizen in the mid-2010s using the same fake identity.® State records then
show that he changed his name from his alias, Lamine Gaye, back to Modou Ngom.*

This case is not an isolated administrative failure—it is a systemic breakdown with fatal
consequences. An innocent family, including a one-year-old child. lost their lives because an
illegal alien was able to evade enforcement and operate a commercial vehicle. This same
individual had prior safety violations under Ohio Revised Code § 4513.02, including operating

' Bethany Bruner, Dublin veterinarian, husband and 1-year-old son killed in I-71 crash remembered by friends.
Columbus Dispatch, Apr. 21, 2026, https://www.dispatch.com/story/news/crime/2026/04/2 1 /modou-ngom-lynnea-
soposki-luke-logan-crash-ohio-veterinarian/89702897007/.

* Ohio troopers: Semi driver in deadly crash used alternate ID to get citizenship, license, WSYX ABC 6, Apr. 22,
2026, https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/ohio-troopers-semi-driver-in-deadly-sunbury-crash-used-fake-id-to-
get-citizenship.
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an unsafe vehicle just last year.” Whén the federal government turns a blind eye and fails to
police its own borders, it is innocent American families-on Ohio roads who pay the ultimate
price. It is no surprise to me that this man was not apprehended under the Biden Administration.
Nonetheless, lessons must be learned from this preventable tragedy.

I applaud the swift work of our municipal justice system, which, on April 16th, indicted this
heinous criminal on counts of vehicular homicide and vehicular assault.® However,
accountability must extend beyond the sole prosecution of Ngom. The Department of Justice
should bring all appropriate federal charges against Ngom, including, potentially, immigration
fraud, false statements, and identity-document crimes.” I also encourage the Department of
State—if it is determined that Ngom procured U.S. citizenship through fraud or willful
misrepresentation—to initiate denaturalization consistent witlh: federal faw.*

We-also need to take a hard Jook at driver standards in our national freight and trucking industry.
Every time we allow a eursory identity check to substitute for a eomplete vetting process, we roll
the dice with American lives. It is outrageous that honest truckers follow the rules whilé criminal
aliens game the system and operate 80,000-pound vehicles that are capable of mass harm on our

highways.

These needless tragedies are avoidable with staunch enforcement of our immigration laws.
Fortunately. President T rump has taken historic steps to remove illegal aliens from our nation.
We must choose the safety of American families over these. whe spit in the face of our laws and
custorns: When that responsibility is neglected, the consequences areé measured in American
lives. If we caninot protect our own'citizens from fraudsters, then our immigration and licensing
regimes are not just broken——they are complicit.

This sitaation is alarming for many reasons, and I urge your departments to investigate this case.
I also respectfully request that you provide my office with an update on this matter and answer's
to the following questions within thirty ddys

(1) When, through what port of entry, and under what justification did Ngom enter the
United States?

{2) What aliases-did Ngom use.in the process of obtaining state and federal identification?

{3) Did Ngom use fraudulerit immigration documents in the process of ebtaining state and
federal identification?

% City of Delaware v. Ngom, No. 24TRD04733-A (Delaware Mun. Ct. June 7, 2024), Delaware Municipal Court
Online Case Access, https://connect.municipalcourt.org/ AWC/Court/View.aspx Zoption=Detail (last visited Apr. 24;
2026).
& Amy-Steigerwald, Semi driver accused of using fraudulent [Ds sparks push for English requirement. in driver
certification, 10 WBNS, Apr. 24, 2026, https://www. | Otv.com/article/news/local/modou-ngom-fatal-crash-
law maker«push~eng!15h ]ang:uaﬂe -requirement- 1dsf330 03e2€a4'? 6b94-4c:a b16d- e 138804dac2b _

T WSYX, ABC 6 Finds Alias Niame of 71 Crash Suspect in Multiple Ohio. Courts, State 4ge,'_:rr,;es__ABCSOnYourSide
Apr. 23,2026,
https://abecgonyourside com/news/local/abe- 6-finds-alias-nam e-of-i-71 -crash-suspect-modou-ngom-lam ine- gaye-
multipie-ohio-courts-state~agencies
$8U.S.C. §1451; 18 US.C. § 1425.
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(4) What documentation did Ngom provide USCIS during the naturalization process? How
was a fraudulent identity capable of moving undetected through the USCIS naturalization
process?

(5) To your department’s knowledge, did Ngom ever receive any federal benefits?

(6) In obtaining a CDL, what documentation did Ngom provide? How was a fraudulent
identity capable of obtaining a CDL?

(7) Did Ngom himself or his self-owned trucking company commit any other crimes not
reported thus far?

(8) What steps will your departments take to fix the processes that Ngom exploited?

If you have any questions, please contact Andrew Rothe at Andrew_Rothe(@moreno.senate.gov.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter and for everything you do to keep America
secure.

Sincerely.

United States Senator

CC:

The Honorable Marco Rubio
Secretary

The Department of State
2201 C StNW

Washington. DC 20451

The Honorable Todd Blanche
Attorney General

The Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, DC 20530
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