BERNIE MORENO
OHIO

Nnited Dtates Denate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

November 7, 2025

The Honorable Pamela Bondi
Attorney General

United States Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20530

Dear Attorney General Bondi,

[ write to respectfully request an update on the letter I sent you on February 5, 2025, regarding the
Department of Justice’s policies and practices concerning consent decrees nationwide, including
the consent decree in the City of Cleveland.'

Following my February 5, 2025 letter, I was pleased to see President Trump’s decisive leadership
on this important issue when he issued Executive Order 14288, Strengthening and Unleashing
America’s Law Enforcement To Pursue Criminals and Protect Innocent Citizens.? Likewise, I was
relieved to see the Department of Justice act quickly and assist in ending the following but not
limited to consent decrees: Louisville, Kentucky: Minneapolis, Minnesota: Norfolk, Virgina; New
Orleans, Louisiana; and Seattle, Washington.?

President Trump and the Department of Justice are finally freeing police departments nationwide
from the shackles of costly consent decrees that prohibit law enforcement officers from doing their
jobs and protecting American citizens. These consent decrees have only lined the pockets of out-
of-state grift attorneys at the complete detriment of taxpayers and American cities.

The City of Cleveland would know. In March 2025, I filed a bar complaint against the City of
Cleveland consent decree monitor who, I believe, not only abused his authority as a federal monitor
but also consistently egregiously and unethically charged the City of Cleveland for “services™ such
as to attend a fallen officer’s memorial service.* Fortunately, this monitor finally resigned from his

! United States v. City of Cleveland, 1:15-cv-01046 (N.D. Ohio 2015).

2 Executive Order 14288, April 28, 2025, https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/05/02/2025-
07790/strengthening-and-unleashing-americas-law-enforcement-to-pursue-criminals-and-protect-innocent; see also,
Tyler Carey, Sia Nyorkor, President Trump orders review of all federal police consent decrees, including

Cleveland s, wkyc, April 29, 2025, https://www.wkyc.com/article/news/local/cleveland/president-trump-orders-
review-federal-police-consent-decrees-including-cleveland/95-fd0b7c8f-6bca-497a-bd 1 4-b15dddac7bee.

3 https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/us-department-justices-civil-rights-division-dismisses-biden-era-police-
investigations-and; https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/federal-court-grants-justice-departments-motion-terminate-47-
year-old-consent-decree; https://www.fox8live.com/2025/09/04/doj-new-orleans-ask-judge-end-nopd-consent-
decree/; https://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/justice-department-returns-full-control-police-practices-city-seattle.

4 Letter to Mr. Hamilton P. Fox, I1I, Mar. 25, 2025, https://www.moreno.senate.gov/wp-
content/uploads/2025/03/Karl-Racine-Bar-Letter-2.pdf; see also, Ed Gallek, Peggy Gallek, I-Team: Federal monitor
over Cleveland police involved in incident at JACK Casino, FOX 8, Mar. 13, 2025, https:/fox8.com/news/i-team/i-
team-federal-monitor-over-cleveland-police-involved-in-incident-at-jack-casino/.



position in August 2025, even though he should have resigned immediately after his unethical
behavior was exposed.’

I know that President Trump and the Department of Justice will stop at nothing to continue the
good work of ending these abusive consent decrees nationwide. Therefore, I respectfully request
an update on the status of the remaining police consent decrees nationwide within 10 business days
of receipt of this letter.
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BERNIE MORENO
United States Senator

5 Adam Ferrise, Cleveland police reform monitor resigns after clashes with city officials, CLEVELAND.COM, Aug. 13,
2025. https://www.cleveland.com/metro/2025/08/cleveland-police-reform-monitor-resigns-after-clashes-with-city-
officials.html.



