BERNIE MORENO
OHIO

Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

October 30, 2025

The Honorable Marco Rubio
The Secretary of State

2201 C St. NW,
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Secretary Rubio,

[ write to respectfully request that the Department of State consider designating the following
Colombian criminal organizations as Foreign Terrorist Organizations (FTOs):!

e Estado Mayor de Bloques y Frentes (EMBF), led by Alexander Diaz, alias Calarca
e Autodefensas Gaitanistas de Colombia (AGC), led by Jobanis de Jesus Villadiego, alias

Chiquito Malo
e Autodefensas Conquistadoras de la Sierra Nevada (ACSN or Pachencas), led by Hernan
Giraldo, alias El Patron

EMBF, AGC, and ACSN are foreign organizations that engage in terrorist activities and retain the
capability and intent to engage in terrorist activities, which threatens the security of the United
States and its citizens.?

Their record of violence is clear: assassinations, violent attacks, intimidation campaigns, narco-
trafficking, and armed confrontations®—all acts that fall squarely within the legal definition of
terrorism under U.S. law.* Such operations demonstrate a deliberate use of violence to achieve
political and criminal objectives.

Most critically, these groups help kill Americans. Their drug trafficking operations are directly
responsible for the flow of deadly narcotics into our communities, including those in Ohio.’
Furthermore, these gangs only seek to strengthen their affiliations with transnational criminal
and terrorist networks, including Mexican cartels, which pose an ever-escalating threat to our

homeland security.

'8 U.S.C. § 118%(a).

2ld

? Santiago Torrado, Calarcd Cérdoba, el disidente enfrentado a Mordisco con el que Petro insiste en negociar, EL
PAIS, Aug. 27, 2025, https://elpais.com/america-colombia/2025-08-27/calarca-cordoba-el-disidente-enfrentado-a-
mordisco-con-el-que-petro-insiste-en-negociar.html.

48 U.S.C. § 1182(a)(3)(B); 22 U.S.C. § 2656f(d)(2).

* Insight Crime, Gaitanistas Gulf Clan, Mar. 18, 2025, https://insightcrime.org/colombia-organized-crime-
news/urabenos-profile/.



For these reasons, these organizations clearly meet the legal standard for designation. Taking this
step will equip American authorities with stronger tools to disrupt these groups’ financial and
logistical networks, help bring members and those who support them to justice and protect the
American people from these terrorist organizations. I hope you will help me send a clear
message to Colombia and the region—that the United States will act decisively against terrorism
and organized violence that impacts the safety of American citizens.

Thank you for your leadership on this important matter.

BERNIE MORENO
United States Senator

oo The Honorable Pamela Bondi, U.S. Attorney General
The Honorable Scott Bessent, U.S. Secretary of the Treasury
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